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Independent clauses can be separated or joined with either
a full stop, a semicolon, or a coordinating conjunction.
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What Is A Clause?
A clause is a unit of grammar that contains at least one process (verb) and
a subject.
· Emma played.
· John cooked dinner.
· Kathy is early.
The subject may be implied.
· Run! (It is implied the receiver of this instruction should run.)
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An independent clause is a clause that can stand alone as its own sentence.
It expresses a complete thought that makes sense on its own. It does not
need to be joined to other clauses (although, of course, it can be). An
independent clause also contains at least one process (verb) and a subject.
· I love white chocolate.
· Sally reads.
· The people will rise.
Again, the subject may be implied.
· Look out!
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There are three punctuation marks that act as a full stop. A full stop (.), a
question mark (?), and an exclamation mark (!). Independent clauses can
be separated with any of those punctuations marks.
· Maddi ate her lunch. She enjoyed the salmon.
· Alex couldn’t believe he was next! He felt nervous.
· What was all that noise about? It was scary.
Of course, English is never that simple. A semicolon can act with the
strength of a full stop and can also be used.
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Separating Independent Clauses With A Semicolon 

A semicolon can be used between independent clauses when a coordinating
conjunction (eg for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) is omitted.
· Year 12s are permitted to use the study rooms at lunch; the other year levels must stay outside. 
The semicolon could be replaced with a full stop in the example above,
since each independent clause is a complete sentence. The semicolon,
however, emphasised the connection between the two clauses. In the
example above the coordinating conjunction ‘but’ is missing. There are a
few other uses, but they start to become more complex. I’m just teaching you the main use.
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If you want to join independent clauses instead of separating them, you do
this by using a coordinating conjunction. Joining two independent clauses
together with a coordinating conjunction creates a compound sentence.
When you do this, you use a comma just before the coordinating
conjunction.

	Type of Conjunction
	Coordinating Conjunctions (creating compound sentences)
	Example

	addition
	and
	· I love to eat pizza, and I love to watch horror films.

	causality
	so
for
	· I love to eat pizza, so I avoid carbs at other meals.
· I love to eat pizza, for it is incredibly nutritious if you add loads of veggies.

	contrast/ concession
	but / yet
	· I love to eat pizza, but I don’t like the bloating that follows.
· I love to eat pizza, yet I’m allergic to gluten.

	alternatives/ replacing
	or
neither … nor or simply nor
	· I love to eat pizza, or I love to snack on nachos.
· I don’t love pizza, nor do I love to snack on nachos.



Sometimes people remember which words are coordinating conjunctions with the word FANBOYS. For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So.
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Problems

Comma Splice
A comma splice is when people use a comma between two independent
clauses.
· Wrong – I was tired from the party, I had to go to class anyway. 
· Right – I was tired from the party. I had to go to class anyway.
· Right – I was tired from the party; I had to go to class anyway. 
· Right – I was tired from the party, but I had to go to class anyway. 

Fused Sentence
A fused sentence is when the two independent clauses are run together.
· Wrong – My brother just graduated from high school he will attend Flinders.
· Right – My brother just graduated from high school. He will attend Flinders.
· Right – My brother just graduated from high school; he will attend Flinders.
· Right – My brother just graduated from high school, so he will attend Flinders.
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For each example identify the problem(s) with the way independent clauses
have been separated or joined, and offer a fix. There are three examples, so
try out the three different methods of fixing each problem. Here’s a
demonstration of what you need to do:



Demonstration
	Original They were really good, a bit loud but the student teacher had them under control, she did well.

	Problem(s) There are four independent clauses. Between 1 and 2 there is a comma splice. Between 2 and 3 there is a coordinating conjunction, but there is no comma before it. Between 3 and 4 there is a comma splice.

	Fixed Version They were really good, but a bit loud. The student teacher had them under control; she did well.

	How Did You Fix It? I used a coordinating conjunction to fix the first problem, changed to a full stop to fix the second problem, and use a semicolon to fix the third problem.



Complete the examples and ‘do-it-yourself’ activity below, and then copy and paste all of the activities into an email and send them to me.

Example 1
	Original The redness to his cheeks appeared, his features came into focus and there was an actual person standing before me.

	Problem(s)


	Fixed Version


	How Did You Fix It?




Example 2
	Original A sudden chatter started amongst my group, should we approach him or should we not?

	Problem(s)


	Fixed Version


	How Did You Fix It?




Example 3
	Original He slowly turned when I finally reached him I gulped down my fear.

	Problem(s)


	Fixed Version


	How Did You Fix It?




‘Do-it-yourself’ Activity
	Create an original sentence with both problems in it.


	Problem(s)


	Fixed Version


	How Did You Fix It?
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